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PiBOUT 2,500 V WR5 SH50 THERE UVED IN KUNpR&Rm ,/VEPR 
MlåHftU fN BlfiflR.A KINO CBLLED StDDHfiRTHf). 
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HE WRS MRRRIED TO TR/5HRLR 
S/STER OF CHETftKfi , WHO W/f& 
THE ELECTED CHtEFTFUN OF 
VRISHRU. i-- 
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WHEN THE ASTROLOGERS HEARD ABOUT TRISHALA ’5 DREAMS 


VYE ARE FORTUIWE. 
YOUR QUEEN WILL 
BEAR A 50N WHO 15 
DE5TJNED TO 
BE COM E /t 

6REAT. 
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TRIMMEL ft ftND S/DDHftRTHft WERE OVERHOVED. 


LET US HAVE A 6RAIND 
FEA5T AND INVITE 
EVERY PERSON IN THE 
fCIN&PO/Vl, BE HE RICH 
OR POOR ,YOUN<5 
OR OLD. 


COULD 
PISTRI BUTE 
OIFTS TO 
THE POOR 
AIND THE 






































































/ WITH HIS SlRTH PEACE AND 
S PROS PE RI TY HAVE BEEN 
% INCREASING IN OUR KJNGDOM 
K 60 LET HIM 6E CALLED ^ 
\<Yvv VARDHAMANA. 


S/DDHHRTHE END TR/SHELB COULD BHRELY CONTfltN THE/R JOY AND PR!DB. 
ON THE TWELFTH DAY- 


* THE FIRST NONTH F>CCORDiN<o TO THE LUNER CALENDAR. OF THE HINDUS. 5 


THEN ON THE TH/RTEENTH DAY OF CHA/TRA*— 


THEQUEEN HAS 
øl VEN BIRTH 
TO A SON. 


/ HAS ALL 
THE 

AUSPICIOUS 
MARKS OF 
A ØREAT 

L person! 


DECORATE THE CITY. ' 
FREE THE PRISONERS! 

LET THE BRAHMANS AND 

ascetics be øiven 

GIFTS. 




















































































THE BOV WiRDHBMBNfi W?5 IN EVERY Wfiy 
BN IDEBL PRtNCE. 


OUR SON IS 
JNDEED THE 
PRlNCE OF 
PR1NCES. 
6EE HOW 
NOBLY HE 
CflRRIES 
HIMSELF. É 


DON’T YOU THINK 
IT , S TIME H£ 
BÉ&AN HIS FORMAL 
INSTRUCTION? 


YES,YOU ARE 
RIGHT, I SHALL 
ATTEND TO IT. 


S O VBRDHPlMBNf) 
&E(bBN &0/NG 
TO B (bURU* 
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TancrtefZ 






























































HE WAS a 8R/LUANT STUDENT. 


r THflT WA5 
PERFECT.OMCE 
A©AlN,VARDHflMANA 
LET ALL OF THEM 
LISTEN 

CAREFULLY ‘ 
v TO YOU. Æj 


THE EfiSE WITH WHtCH 
HE MFISTERED HIS 
LESSONS , AMAZED 
HIS &URUS , 


THE PROPHECY WA5 
NOT IN VAIN.HE IS 
UNUSUALLY 
INTELLIGENT. IT*© 
ASTONISHING. V 


AS THE YEARS PfiSSED THE EXCEPTIONftLLY INTELUOENf CM ILD QREW 
UP /NTO n HÅNDS OM E, BRAVE AND &TRONQ YOUTH. ONE DAY— 
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THEY HOISTED VFRDHfiMaNF QNTO ThfE/R SMOUL DER.S 


WE &HALL 
PARADE YOU 
THROUGH THE 
STREETS. 


BUTONE OF THEM WHO WF3 S 8/3 6ULLY , fiND CON3/DE RED H/M3ELF THE 
8RFVE3T OFFLL , D/D NOT L/KE TH/5. 

LET’S £>EE YOU 
MATCH YOUR 
&TREN&TH 
A&AIMST MINE. 


Ns* 





































./?/VD CftRRy/NG? f-ft/V) ON Hf5 OWN, 
TR/EO TO RUN ftWftY. 
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HND ONCE ft&ftSN HE WftS HO/STED ONTO THE/R SHOULDERS F)ND TE KEN 
/TV PROCESSION. MflH8VIR.R WBS NOW 
THE UNQUESTtONED HERO OF KUND86R8M. 



* /? CbREFT WFRRtOR , 
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ONCE AN ELEPHANT 3UDDENLY TURN ED W/LD AND RAN AMUCK. TERR/F/ED, 
THE PEOPLE ON THE ET REET£> RAN FOR THE/R Li VE5. 


MAHAV/RA WHO HAPPENED 
TO BE OUT AT THAT TIME , 
EAW THE ELEPHANT... 
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WHEN TH£Y FOUND THET THE ELEPHENT HED CELMED DOWN, THE PEOPLE 
CEN)E CEUTtOUSLY OUT OF THE/P SMELTERS END STEREO ET MEtfEVlRE IN EWE. 
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THE STORY OF MFHFV/RF’D FDVENTUR.Ee StOON ePREFD FNO 


IT WAS 

COURAOEOUS OF 
HIM TO DÅRE 
V THE COBRA! 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE MAD 
ELEPHAfNT ? THAT 
WAS THE HEI6HT 
OF BRAVERY. 


HE IS DESTIMED 
TO BE BOMEBODY 
C5REAT. 

REMEMBERTHE 
. PROPHECY. 


BUT tN 5P/TE OF ftLL THE LOVE FND PPfl/SE 
SHOWEZED ON H/A/), MfiHRViRB WPS FN 
UNHFPpy eouL . r--—— 


...AND I MU5T FIND IT. . 

I SHALL ASK MY PARENTS 
TO ALLOW ME TO BECOME 
AN ASCETIC.I MU&T 
SEPARATE REAUTY FROM j 
APPEARANCE AND SEEK A 
TO KNOW THE M 

TRUE NATURE 
OF THINOS. 


{ THE WORLD IS 
1 TORN BY DIFFERENCE 
OF CASTE, COLOUR 
CREED AND SOCIAL 
STATUS. AS A RESULT 
MAN IS ALWAYS 
SORROWFUL .THERE 
MUST BE A WAV OUT... 





























































DE AR FATHER AMD MOTHER J 
PLEA5E ALLOW ME TO 
RENOUNCE MY PR) MCE LY 
LIFE. 1 WISH TO <bO 
AWAY AMD FIND A WAY 
TO LESSEN THE 
MISER.Y OF MAN KIND. 


50 HE ftPPROhCHED H/5 PE/RENT5 



NEV/ER LET YOU 
<bO. IF I AM 
PARTED FROM 
YOU I SHALL 
k DIE OF 
I ØRIEF. 


BELOVED 
SON, øl VE 
UP TH6SE 
I DEAS AT 
LEAST AS 
LONø AS 
YOUR. 
MOTHER 
LIVES. 


H/5 

MOTHER 

Wft5 

ft&HftOZ 


NO MAHAVIRA, 
NEVER 1 . I WILL 



WHEN mftHftV/Rft S ftW HOW &R/EVED 
H/S PftRENT5 I <YERE,HE MADE ft 
DEC/5/ON, | - 

PLEASE DON’T CRY, 

MOTHER . I WILL NOT 
TALK OF GOlNCb AWAY 
AS LONG AS 60TH OF 
YOU ARE ALI VE. 

I PROMISE. 


16 
















































f\S SOON f)S MftNftVlRfi LEFT THE ROOM- 


NOTHINO 


LI 


ES 


IN 


OUR HÅNDS 
REMEMBER, HE 


HE 


H AS 


PROMISED 
NOT TO 60 
WHILE WE 
LIVE. WHAT 
WILL MAPPEN 
AFTER WE 
ARE DEAD ? 


IS 


destined 


BECOME 


TO 


BY THE TIME MfiHftV/Rfl WftS 26 
VEHR& OLPjBOTH H/6 PFRENTS 
HHD Dl ED. HIS ELDER BROTHER, 
NF/tYDl VftRDHflNR QECflME R/Nø. 


WtTH THBT THOU&HT THEY 
CON&OLED THEMSELVES. 


BUT NfiND! VflRDHftNf) W/)S RELUCTBNT. 


I AM NOW 
FREE TO 
BECOME AN 
ASCETIC. I SMALL 
ASJC 

; NANDIVARDHANA 
I TO PERMIT ME 
: TO TAKE THE 
. VOWS. 


AS IT IS,WE HAVE LO&T 
OUR. PARENTS.IF YOU TOO 
I 60 AWAY,I SHALL BE 
1 DESOLATE. 


DE AR BROTHER, 
l WON’T (30 
NOW. l’LL WAJT 
FOR. A TEAR 
OR- TWO. 


D>- 
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TWO YEERS EFTER NENDiVERDHfiNF <oftVE H/M PERMISS/ON TO BECOME 
EN ESCET/C. - n tt- i —n-- 


DE AR BROT HER-, ^ 
I WOULD LIKE 
TO CbiVE AWAY MY 
WEALTH TO THE 
POOR AND NEEDY 


WE 

f 6HALL 
r HOLD A 
FEAST AND 
DISTR1SUTE 
YOUR 
WEALTH. 


SO TRE FEEST WES HELD. WHEN IT WES OVER, MEHEWRE 60T/NTO H/S PfiLENQU/N. 

















































































THERE IN THE CENTRE OF THE PHRK, UNDER EN P3HOKH TREERNE ftLUEHTED 
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REVERED SIRE, 

I HAVE RENOUNCED 
THE WORLD TO 
ATTAIN ENLløHTEN- 
MENT AND THR0U6H 
THAT ENLI6HTEN- 
MENT 6EEK TO 
LI6HTEN OUR. 
BU ROEN 
OF SORROW. 


ONC£ HE WENT TO ftN ftSHRf/M. 


THE RiSH! M/STOO/C H/M FOR 


BUT UN FOR TUNF TELY ONE DFY WHEN A/WHåV/Rfi 




/? 8E6GAR. 


ONE OF YOUR 
MAIN DUTIE5 WILL 
6E TO GUARD 
THIS GRASSAT 15 
PRECIOU5 A5THE RAIN5 
HAVE FA I LED AND 
THER El 15 NO GRASS 
ANVWHERE AROUND. 






















































WHEN THE RISHI SfiW WtMT THE COW HH O DONERNE Wfi S FUR/OUS. 



FOR TWELVE LON& YEHRS MflHHV/RH WFNDER.ED fiS H NftKED HECETIC. HE 
mTIENTLY BORE THE NUMEROUS INSULT Et END INJURIES HEHPED UPON H/M. 
OFTEN ME WHS PHYStCHLLY HSSfiULTED . 























































HE /NTENB/F/ED HIB HUSTER/T/EB 


HE WftB INDIFFERENT TO WHftT HE ftTE 



BY OB5ERV/N& fi BTRlCT StLENCE 
HND LON& FHBTB . HIB PENfiNCEB 
TOO BECftME MORE BEVERE. 
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.WHERE HE &LEPT. 



SOMET/MES SS HE AOEDITfiTED, iNSECTS fiND WORMS CRfiWLED OVER HfS 
80DV fiND 5TUNG MIM >6UTfiE REMfi/NED UNDtSTUR&ED. 



WHICH IS THE 
WAV THAT LEA 05 
TO UTTAR 
k VACHALA? J 


/ THI5 BEATEN " 
f PATH THROUGH THE 
JUNGLE WILLTAKE 
YOU THERE VERY 
FA5T. BUT THERE 15 A 
VENOMOU5 5ERPENT 
INFE5TINØ THE 
V PflTH. / 


ONE DfiV WHfLE HE WfiS IN THE BOHfiD JUNGLE 


' THE 
OUTER ROAD 
15 &AFER.BUT 
IT WILLTAKE 
YOU AAUCH 
LONøERTO 
fe* REACH. 




















































UNPERTUR.8ED 8Y THE FURiOUS Hf£>StN<5 OF THE SER.PENT, 
MfiHFVfRB PGOCEEDED.THE S ERPENT CHN)E NEPtR. H1M ftND 


W#e> F&OUT TO BITE HUV ). 
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/F EVER. HE WANDERED tNTO THE VfLLA&ES IN THE TFUBflL AREAS, THE 





TWELVE TE ARS PftSSED /N THIS N) ANN ER. By THEN mFHFVfR.fi HAD WANDERED 
TO THE BANKS OF THE R/JUWALIKA RIVER. NEAR THE PARSHVANATH MILLS. THERE 
AS HE SAT UNDER, ft SAL TREEJN ft SILENT HOUR OF THE DEEPEST MEDITATION... 






























































„H£ WA$ ENLl&HTENED. KEVALA JNANA, Ti (C ON LY KNOWLEDOE Mf/CH i 3 FULL 
AND COmPLETE, /NF/N/TE AND SUPREME , 8ECAME HtS.HE UNDERSTOOD 
SORROW, THE CAUSE OF SORROW, THE CURE OF SORROW , AND THE PATH 
WM/CH LEA DS AWAY FROM SORROWME BECAME A J/NA. 



THE VERYJ=/R£>T PRfNCfPLF OF THE RFLI&/ON LA/D DOWN BY MAHAVlRA WA$ 

ahimsa* r-n v -i— 


ONE SHOULD 
NOT HARM OR 
HURT ANY 
LIVtNG) 6EIN6 
IN THOU6HT , 
OR ACTION. Å 




































HE (bftVE SER.MONS ftTMRNY PLfiCES. DL/R/NS THE SERMON ON ViPULRCHftLfi 
H/LL IN RROft&RtHRJHE CftPtTRL OF MfiORDHfi, R/NG BfMBiåftRfi TOO CHME 
TO LISTEN TO HfM. 

EVÉRYONE WANTS 
TO BE HAPPY. 
NO ONE DESJRES 
PAIN. 



ftFTER THE E>ERJV)ON BIM8tSftR.fi ftSKED MftHftVtRft INNUMERftBL E OUE5TIONS. 



SIMPLY POS6ESS 
THE THREE JEWELS - 
RIGHT BELIEF, 
t RIGHT KMOWLEDGE 
> AND RISHT 

CONDUCT. > 


MAGTER,AS A KlNø 
INVOLVED fN THE 
WELFARE OF MY 
PEOPLE HOW CAN 
t STRIVE FOR > 
NIRVANA?* S 


WHAT ARE THE 
VOWS I WOULD 
HAVE TO 
TAKE FOR 
THAT ? 


YOU MUST VOWTHATYOU WlLL NOT 
HURT ANYON6,WlLL NOT UE,WILL 
NOT STEAL,WILL REMAIN CELIBATE 
AND WlLL NOT OWN PROPERTY. 
YOU SHOULD SPEND AT LEAGT 
A-6 MINUTES EACH DAY IN SELF 
ANALY5IS AND MEDITATION 


SfiT/SF/ED WiTH THE ftNSWERS, 
B/MBtSftRft BECfiME ONE OF 
HiS STftUNCH FOLLOWERS. 


* THE STftTE OF FIN ft L EMftNCtPftTtON. 
















































COmE in and 

EflT WITN US, 
/VYY (bOOD MAN, 


/V* PISTER, 
I AM 
HUNSRV. 


f THE 

CHANDALfl* ^ 
RlSHIfCESH,IT IS 
REPORTED, RECEI VED 
THÉ MASTER’S 
MESSASE, 


THE WtFE CPlLLED HER. 
HUSBAND ASIDE. 


HOW COULD VOU? 
HE IS A 


* OUTCASTF 


IF THE 
MASTER 
CAN 
ADM IT A 
CHANDALA 
I NTO HIS 
SAN<oNA, 
SURELV WE 
CAN AT 
LEAST 
FEED 
ONE. 


TO HIS DfSCOURSES HE WELCOMED PEOPLE OF 
ALL C ASTES, ft6ES, CL ASSES AND SEX ES. 


HIS FOLLOWERS LISTENED TO H/M WtTH RESPECT, 
ACCEPTED HIS TEACH/NOS W/TH FAfTH AND TR/ED 
TO PRACTfSE THEM AS WELL AS THEY COULD. 


AND 

chandanbala, 

HIS FIRST 
COLISIN IS THE 
HEAD OF HIS 
FEM A LE 
DISCIPLES. 
































































mtiftVlRfi WfiNDERED /WD PREfiiCHED THROU&HOUT THE LEN&TH AND BfZEFDTH 
OF NORTH (ND/H, WHiLE H/5 MEøSHøE 5PREBD TO ALL PHRT5 OF THE COUNTRY. 


MASTER,CAN t 
ATTA1N 
NIRVANA ? 


W YES.EVERY 
7 MAN HAS A 
RIGHT TO, AND 
CAN ATTAIN,NIRVANA 
BY HIS OWN EFFORTS, 
WfTHOLfT THE HELP 
i OF ANY SUPREME 
\ AUTHORITY OR 
IV ME DIATO RY 
\ V PR1ESTS. 



MASTER, HOW CAN I 
ATTAIN NIRVANA? 


BY CONTROLLING 
YOUR PASSIONS 
AND CONQUERING 
YOUR KARMA? 


KfiRMFt: YOUR DE5T/NY FOLLOW/NØ FROM YOUR THOU&HT5 , PCT/ON5 PND 30 
^NOwLEDOiE (N PREV/OUS fflKTH 





































































IN THE TH/RTY YEARS THAT HE PREACHED AS A JINA HE SUCCEEOED IN 
CON VER TIN (S TO JAINISM (AS HIS EDITH (W5 LATER KNOWN ) MOST 
OF THE POWERFUL STATES OF NORTHERN INDIA. 


THEN AT THE ASE OF SEVENTY~TWO, AT PAVAPURl IN 8/HAR.,HE ATTAINED 
NIRVANA, FREED FOR EVER FRON) ALL MtSERY, FROM ALL PA/N. 
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mt 


The Ramayana h»a ramaln 
, tfie g uid mg light for ideal 
'^"^retatiorvships and 
motal valnes of India 


i? m fif iiflti V 1 M' n f 

^ t i 'l>! l’ADUA 


The magic of the colourl’ul lales of Amar Chilra Katha has woven rtostalgic bonds among 
the Indlån diaspora all over the globe. The Amar Chitra Katha comic books help Indians 

remain lelhered to their roots, whtle making their mark as citizens oF the world. 

Order from the com piete catalogue at a special online price. and also access heaps o I 
information on Indian heritageand culture. 


www.AmarChitraKatha.com 
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Amar Chitra Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian mythology, 
history, folktole ond legend, through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 400 titles have 
been published in the Amar Chitra Katha comic series that are approved by parents, appreciated 

by children and accepted by schools. 
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Mahavira 


Mahavira was born in Kundagram naar Vaishali in Bihar to King Siddhartha and his wife, Trishala, in 599 
BC. Prince Vardhamana, as ha was named, was destined to become great. After years of contemplation 
on life and the ultimate truth, ha renounced the world and became an ascetic at the age of 30. 

For 12 iong years he practised deep meditation, silence and compassion, leading a life of austerity and 
penance. At the end of this periotf, he achieved enlightenment - full knowledge or kevala gyana - and 
went on to become the 24th Jain Tirthankara {one who finds enlightenmant and shows the way to 
othersl, 

Bhagawan Mahavira, however, was neither a pioneer of Jainism nor its last Tirthankara. Jain tradition 
believes that there have been many Tirthankaras before Mahavira, and there will be several in the future. 
Mahavira himself said that his religious teachings - based on the Jain principles of ahimsa, karma and 
nirvana • had been propounded by many Jinas (one who has conquered) in the past, and will be taught 
by many Jinas in the future. 
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